(TBA)




TOWN OF PUTNAM

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

Minutes of a Special Meeting
Date:  February 23, 2016
 ECD Office       
     Time: 8:30 a.m.      
The Putnam Economic Development Commission met for a Regularly Scheduled meeting on Tuesday, February 23, 2016 in the Economic & Community Development Office conference room, 156 Main Street, Putnam, CT  06260.  
ROLL CALL: Chairman Paul Pikora, Town Planner Don Johnson, Selectman Liaison Roy Simmons, Town Administrator Doug Cutler, Vice-Chairman Delia Fey, Director  Delpha Very, Commission members: George Dimopoulos and Dave Brotzman, Executive Assistant Jackie Lefevre, and Alternate members: John Dignam and George Tsanjoures.  

Absent: Commission member Paul Grenier and Selectmen Liaison Renee Lasko. 
Chairman opened meeting at 8:23 a.m. 
Director explained there are three types of meetings held as listed in Freedom of Information Act: Regular, Special and Emergency.  The minutes will reflect correction for February 23rd meeting agenda.  The Director reminded the agency members that under a Special Meeting, New Business is not allowed to be brought forth or any addition/s changes/s etc.    
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None       
Approval of Regularly Scheduled Meeting Minutes –  January 12, 2016*: George Dimopoulos motioned to approve the January 2016 meeting minutes, as presented, seconded by Dave Brotzman, motion unanimously passed. 
Reporting of Expenditures for January 2016:  Expenditures were reviewed 
Staff Report: 
Town Administrator: Town Administrator reported on the following items: Quinebaug Regional Tech Park (QRTP) Bridge is complete, February 27th is scheduled as dedication and christening of bridge and Grand Opening of Y.M.C.A. All welcome to attend.  Bid invitations going out to extend existing Rivertrail to Tech Park Bridge.  Department of Transportation (D.O.T) is researching need for traffic light at entrance of QRTP Bridge.  J&D Civil Engineering will be providing plan for clearing and grubbing first lots that will be for sale in the QRTP.  BETA Group will be consulted to provide GIS mapping of Tech Park. 
Sale of I-Park Lot 9:  At the January 25, 2016 Board of Finance (BOF) meeting, sale of Lot 9 was tabled.   Director of Economic & Community Development was asked to present comparison of the sale market vs. assessed value at the next BOF meeting.  At the Monday, February 22nd BOF meeting sale of Lot 9 was denied majority felt price of lot was being offered to low.  
Economic Development Trust Fund:  Director reported the Board of Finance approved funds received from sale of Lot 9, once sale is approved, would be deposited into the Economic Development Trust Fund.    
Updates:  1) Beautification Committee, sub-committee of Putnam Business Association (PBA), assisting with Flower Bridge project.  Initial cost is $ 21,000 to build and equip 44 double-sided flower boxes with hydroponic system.  Varieties of flowers are being researched that require little or no maintenance.  An upfront amount of $ 5,000 from the Town is being requested toward initial cost, PBA is committed to raising remaining funds.  Sponsorships of $ 500 each are being sold; each one allows dedication of flowerbox to choice of sponsor.   $ 1,500 would be placed in the Community Development line item annually from the Economic & Community Development Town budget for replacement flowers.  Beautification Committee discussed consulting with area greenhouses establishing network of more reasonable way to replace flowers each year; as well as, creating work for a local greenhouse.  Public Works will take prototype flower box to check for ADA compliance on bridge. Selectmen Liaison Simmons requested information on sponsorship of program.  2) Letter of Interest received from Renewable Energy Systems for Lithium battery storage.  Company researching Lot 23 in existing Industrial Park.  3) Director will be attending workshop on Thursday entitled: Incentivizing Economic Growth: Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) Districts
ECD Town Budget FY 2016 to 2017: Director presented and read each budget line item noting any changes.  Upon discussion, Dave Brotzman motioned to approve FY 2016 to 2017 budget, seconded by George Dimopoulos, passed unanimously.  
New/Old Business: None
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further items to lawfully come before such meeting, Dave Brotzman motioned to adjourn the February 23, 2016 Economic & Community Development Commission Special Meeting, seconded by George Dimopoulos, passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 8:55 a.m. 



         


Respectively Submitted by: 
Delpha M. Very, Director  
