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Town of Putnam 
Economic & Community Development Commission 

 
Minutes of a Regular Meeting 

 
Date: November 10, 2015   Time: 8:30 a.m.    

 
The Putnam Economic & Community Development Commission met for its regularly 
scheduled monthly meeting on Tuesday, November 10, 2015, in the conference room 
located on 156 Main Street, Putnam, CT  06260 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 8:28 a.m.  
 
Roll Call: Chairman Paul Pikora, Town Planner Don Johnson, Executive Assistant Jackie 

Lefevre, Agency members: Paul Grenier and George Dimopoulos, Vice-Chairman Delia Fey, 
Alternate member George Tsanjoures, Town Administrator Doug Cutler, Economic & 
Community Development Director Delpha Very, and Selectmen Liaison Scott Pempek. 
 
 Absent: Alternate Agency member John Dignam, Agency member Dave Brotzman and 
Selectman Liaison Renee Lasko.  
 

Public Participation:  None 
 
Approval of Regular  Scheduled Meeting Minutes – September 08, 2015*: Motion 
made by Paul Grenier, seconded by Delia Fey, to approve September 08, 2015 meeting 
minutes, motion passed.  October 2015 meeting was cancelled 
 
Reporting of Expenditures for September & October 2015: Expenditures were 
reviewed.  
 
Staff Report: 
 
Town Administrator’s Report:  Town Administrator reported on (1) Quinebaug 
RegionalTech Park project – Bridge/Road near completion, Sewer lift station project 
anticipated Spring 2016; (2) Proposals received to study TownHall/Library complex; (3) 
Discussion meeting recently held with abutting property owners of Tech Park 
concerning Phase II of Tech Park project; (4) Extension of Rivertrail from Farmer’s 
Market to bridge (existing Wheelabrator access) is planned.   
 
2016 ECD Schedule of Regular Meetings*:   Selectman Liaison Pempek noted the 
Redevelopment Agency 2016 meeting schedule is incorrect.  June 2016 should be June 
14th not June 21st and September should read Sept 13th not 8th.   The Economic & 
Community Development 2016 meeting schedule is fine.  Paul Grenier motioned to 
make corrections to Redevelopment Agency Schedule as previously mentioned and to 
approve the Economic & Community 2016 meeting schedule as presented, seconded 
by Delia Fey, unanimously passed.   



Quinebaug Regional Tech Park Update: Town Administrator covered this update in 
his report.  
 
Preservation of Place – Design Standards & Guidelines:  Project has been 
completed and the office is in receipt of the report from TranSystems; as well as, results 
of survey which was used to gather information/input from community.  Director 
requested the Executive Assistant to email copy to all members. Report will be 
presented at a future Zoning Commission meeting.   
 
Business Tours/Hope & Main:  Director has met with several local 
Industrial/Manufacturing businesses during the months of September and October.  
U.S.D.A representative invited the Director to visit a project known as Hope & Main in 
Warren, RI.  The visit was to observe an operational community kitchen.   
 
Updates: The Director provided updates on the following: (1) CERC Award – Putnam 
Economic & Community Development office submitted a nomination to CT Economic 
Resource Center (CERC) entering one of Putnam’s local manufacturing businesses 
Woodstock Line Company.  Woodstock Line Company will be recognized for most 
economic strength in the Northeast of CT. (2) the office recently hosted a large group 
visiting Putnam from Southbridge, Massachusetts.  Members of the group included; 
Southbridge Economic & Community Director; Chief of Police; Town Planner; members 
of Planning/Zoning Boards and members of Massachusetts press.  Visit focused on 
Quinebaug Tech Park/ Downtown area followed by question/answer/discussion time.  
(3) Director recently attended QVCC Manufacturing Tech Center Ground Breaking.  (4) 
Director was asked to speak at Barnum Museum in Bridgeport, CT by the CT Main 
Street program to defend the Community Investment Act funding.  (5) Railroad Trestle 
project (over Rte 44/Front Street area) is slated for December.  (6) Flower Bridge 
project: Sample flower box was made and provided to office demonstrating the double-
sided boxes.  Flowers will be purchased annually through monies collected from sales 
of boxes.  (7) Director recently met with Public Works Director at Union Station to 
discuss the removal of overgrown shrubbery.  Extra parking spots may be possible 
where the shrubs are being removed. Retaining wall may need to be installed.   
 
First Impressions:  Through the partnership between University of Connecticut and 
Connecticut Main Street Center the Towns of Putnam and Collinsville, a section of 
Canton, are participating in “First Impressions” Pilot program. Putnam group will be 
visiting Collinsville in very near future. It is rumored the group from Collinsville were 
touring Putnam last week.  Once Putnam group has completed its visit, a luncheon 
meeting will be planned where impressions from those anonymous visits will be noted 
and shared.  
 
New/Old Business:   Chairman shared with the group the same as in previous 
Redevelopment meeting; he wishes to step down as chairman.  He is encouraging 
members to consider the position and to discuss at the December meeting.   
 



Adjournment:  There being no further items to lawfully become before such meeting, 
made motion to adjourn the November 08, 2015 meeting of the Economic & Community 
Development Commission, George Dimopoulos motioned to adjourn seconded by Paul 
Grenier, passed unanimously.  
Meeting adjourned at 9:01 a.m.  
 

  Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 

Delpha Very, Director 


