
(TBA)     TOWN OF PUTNAM 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 
Minutes of a Regularly Scheduled Meeting 

 
Date:  April 12, 2016         Selectmen’s Chambers        Time: 8:30 a.m.       

 
The Putnam Economic Development Commission met for a Regularly Scheduled meeting on 
Tuesday, April 12, 2016 in the Economic & Community Development Office conference room, 156 
Main Street, Putnam, CT  06260.   
 
ROLL CALL: Chairman Paul Pikora, Vice-Chairman Paul Grenier Commission members: Dave Brotzman,  
George Dimopoulos, Alternate member John Dignam, Alternate member George Tsanjoures 
Town Administrator Doug Cutler, Director Delpha Very, Town Planner Don Johnson and Executive Assistant 
Jackie Lefevre.   
Absent: Commission Member Delia Fey, Selectmen Liaisons: Roy Simmons and Renee Lasko.  
 
Meeting opened at 8:12 a.m.  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None        
 
Approval of Regularly Scheduled Meeting Minutes –  March 08, 2016*: George Dimopoulos 
motioned to approve the meeting minutes of March 08, 2016, as presented, seconded by Paul 
Grenier, motion passed.   Dave Brotzman and Paul Pikora abstained.  
Reporting of Expenditures for March 2016:  March expenditures were reviewed 
 
Staff Report:  
 
Town Administrator: The Town Administrator reported on the following items: Quinebaug 
Regional Tech Park – loaming and seeding scheduled for end of April; Selective tree cutting 
planned on lots; Marketing Tech Park – discussions being held on potentially using remaining Tech 
Park funding for marketing the park- create a shovel ready environment.  
 
Quinebaug Regional Technology Park Updates:  Director reported on the CT Economic 
Resource Center (CERC) meeting which incorporated high end realtors whom suggested marketing 
techniques.  Putnam has received 11 hits since placement of shared (partnered with 3 other towns) 
business ad placed in Business Facilities Magazine.  Marketing Plan is next focus.      
 
UCONN Forum: Director was asked to be a speaker at UCONN Forum.  Senator Mae Flexer 
collaborated a forum hosted by Quinebaug Valley Technical College (QVCC) to bring together 
critical partners in the area of supporting and strengthening businesses.  Representatives from Ellis 
Technical School, University of Connecticut (UCONN) Incubator program, QVCC Manufacturing 
Ctr  and Chamber of Commerce were in attendance. Making connections Forum focused on topics 
such as spirit of Incubator buildings; Technology education, etc.  Director met with representative of 
UCONN’s Research center and was invited out for a tour.  Anyone interested may join in the tour. 
Director will inform commission members of the date and time of the tour.   
 
 
 



Town Administrator also attended the forum. He shared some of the discussion at forum: 
consideration of Innovation District; shared support space (legal, admin, etc.); spaces within 
existing mill spaces/underutilized buildings be utilized for start-up small business.  
 
New/Old Business: 1) Industrial Park – sale of Lot 9 was approved at the last Board of Finance 
meeting for $ 54,000, with funds being deposited into Economic Development Trust Fund; Public 
Hearing scheduled for Monday, April 18, 2016.  2) Lot 23- Letter of Interest received from Lithium 
Battery Storage Company; 3) Lot 24 and possibly 24-1 – Letter of Interest received Fuel Cells 
company; 3) Director recently met with dignitaries from Rockville, CT and Mayor hosted visitors 
from Stafford, CT (mayor brought over to ECD office)  – visitors expressed their interest in ideas 
for Putnam’s success; they will revisit Putnam within a couple weeks 4) Thursday, April 14 and 
Friday, April 15th, Director has been invited to speak and be part of a training team at the CT Main 
Street Center Place-making conference.  CT Main Street Center has been awarded a grant through 
National Main Street USA.  Director to attend next week “Energy is the New Economic Driver” 
hosted by CT Economic Development Association (CEDAS).   
 
ADJOURNMENT: Dave Brotzman motioned to adjourn the April 12, 2016 Economic & 
Community Development Commission Meeting, seconded by George Dimopoulos, passed 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:35 a.m.  
 
 
               Respectively Submitted by:  
 
 
 
 

Delpha M. Very, Director   
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