
TOWN OF PUTNAM 
 

COMMISSION ON AGING MEETING MINUTES 
 

SEPTEMBER 7, 2016 
 

TOPIC 
 

DISCUSSION 
 

ACTION/ 
RESOLUTION 

PRESENT: 
 
 
 
ABSENT: 

Chairman Dignam, Vice Chairman Coderre, Members 
Brodeur, Cassio, Desautels, Jarmolowicz, Lamoreaux, 
Russo 
 
Selectman Liaison Lasko, ExOfficio Spagnuolo 

 

    
1. CALL TO ORDER Meeting called to order at 6:00 P.M. by  Chairman Dignam  
    
2. PUBLIC COMMENT  None  
    
3. APPROVAL OF 

MINUTES 
  A. August 02, 2016 Commission on Aging Meeting 

Minutes:  
 
Member Cassio made a motion to accept the 
minutes as presented.  Member Russo seconded 
the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 

    
4. PETITIONS & 

COMMUNICATIONS 
  A. Letter from Rodney Rivers of the Hadley Institute for 

the Blind & Visually Impaired regarding the free 
classes they offer via phone or internet.  He did a 
seminar on a “Virtual Senior Center.”  Virtual Bingo is 
very popular 

 

    
5. UNFINISHED 

BUSINESS 
  A. Senior Fair: 

 
The Senior Fair has been scheduled for October 18, 
2016 from 10:00am – 3:00pm in the St. March Church 
Hall.  Topics of discussion: 

• Letters of invitation to 59 vendors being 
mailed this week 

• Advertising: 
o 1/8 page ad Shoppers’ Guide 9/28 
o 1/8 page Shoppers’ Guide ad 10/5 
o ¼ page Shoppers’ Guide ad 10/12 
o Commission to go WINY week of 

October 10th 
• Refreshments – None will be offered, but 

Chairman Dignam will pick up water 

• Denise Roireau to create 
the ads for the Shoppers’ 
Guide and a flyer  

• Member Russo will 
distribute the flyers.   

• Member Desautels to 
contact WINY Radio to 
schedule a time for the 
Commission to go on air 
and talk about the Senior 
Fair 

• Chairman Dignam to pick 
up water for the Senior 
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• Mayor Falzarano should be invited 
• Advanced Back & Wellness should be invited 
• NDDH should be invited 

Fair 
• Denise to invite Mayor 

Falzarano 
• Denise to add vendors to 

list of invitees and 
include them in mail 
merge 

• Denise to send 
Commission the invitee 
list 

    
    B. Senior Center: 

 
Chairman Dignam shared a drawing that had been 
submitted by LLB Architects that represented about 
3,100 square feet of space for a senior center.  
Discussion points: 
 
• Need for exercise space 
• Additional entrance 
• Full vs Commercial kitchen 
• Flexing with the Library and Town Hall staff to use 

the large meeting space adjacent to the senior 
space 

Denise to mark up the 
drawing and resend to 
membership 
 
Chairman Dignam to share 
the Commission’s 
concerns/ideas with the 
architects 
 

    
    C. Use of St. Mary Church Hall for Senior Activities: 

 
Member Brodeur will work with the Verizon Staff to 
schedule and organize the mobile device training 
session.  St. Mary Church Hall is available November 
1, 2, or 9th.  The target date is November 2, 2016 from 
1:00-3:00pm. 
 
Brining in NDDH for a program the first week in 
December was also discussed.  Member Brodeur will 
approach Linda Colangelo to inquire what type of 
program would be a draw for folks 

Member Brodeur to confirm 
with Verizon Staff 
 
Member Lamoureux to notify 
St. Mary’s of the date/time 
choice 
 
 
Member Brodeur to contact 
Linda Colangelo from NDDH 
for a possible December 
program 

    
6. NEW BUSINESS   A. Website Content: 

 
Discussion points: 
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• See if the Commission could get on Westview’s 
mailing list as they have a comprehensive list of 
activities 

• Senior Dances should be published 
• Run website analytics  
 
If anyone sees something that they think should be on 
the website, it can be emailed to Denise with a copy to 
the Commission membership 

    
    B. Next Meeting Location: 

 
No residents attended the meeting in September at 
Little River Acres.  Discussion points: 
• Ella Grasso has a large building that is contained 

and seniors do not have to go outside to access 
the meeting 

• Perhaps some entertainment at the December 
meeting (scheduled for Little River Acres) may 
draw residents 

• October & November meetings will  be held at Ella 
Grasso Gardens 

Denise to check with 
Angelica Fadrowski at the 
high school to see if we 
could get a chorus 
performance at Little River 
Acres during the December 
meeting 
 
Chairman Dignam to check 
with Lynn @ Ella Grasso to 
secure the meeting room for 
the October and November 
meetings 

    
    C. Future Planning: 

 
Member Brodeur inquired about having Putnam 
Seniors on the October agenda 
 
Municipal Agent to the Elderly – discussion points: 
• May the Commission members ask questions of 

Bob 
• Should Bob be the first contact for seniors 
• Monthly reporting to the Commission as to what 

he has seen for needs/wants over the past month 
as he deals with more seniors than the 
Commission 

• Where is the line drawn between the Commission 
Membership and the Municipal Agent to the 
Elderly 

Member Russo to arrange 
for a representative from 
Putnam Seniors to be 
present at the October 4th 
meeting 
 
Denise to add the Putnam 
Seniors to the 10/4 agenda 
 
Denise to add a regular 
agenda item for the 
Municipal Agent to the 
Elderly’s Monthly Report 
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7. PUBLIC COMMENT   A. None  
    
8. ADJOURNMENT  Member Cassio made a motion to adjourn the 

Commission on Aging Meeting at 7:35PM.  Member 
Russo seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously. 

 

 
Respectfully submitted,      
 

        
 
                           

Denise S. Roireau, Secretary 
Commission on Aging 
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