
TOWN OF PUTNAM 
 

CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

JULY 27, 2016 
 

TOPIC DISCUSSION 
 

ACTION/ 
RESOLUTION 

PRESENT: 
 
 
ABSENT: 

Chairman Tarr, Vice Chairman Benoit, Members Faucher, 
Garceau, Noel-Johnson, Osbrey 
 
Member Hayes 

 

    
1. CALL TO ORDER Meeting called to order at 7:03 P.M. by  Chairman Tarr  
    
2. APPROVAL OF 

MINUTES 
  A. June 29, 2016 Charter Revision Commission 

Meeting Minutes: 
 
Vice Chairman Benoit made a motion to accept the 
minutes as presented.  Member Noel-Johnson 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 

    
3. PUBLIC COMMENT  None  
    
4. CORRESPONDENCE   A. Memo dated July 15, 2016 from Town 

Administrator Cutler Including: 
 

1. Town Attorney St. Onge Correspondence 
(see attachment “A”) 

2. Email from Bernard Liu from the Secretary of 
State’s Office (see attachment “B”) 

3. Examples from other towns on Merit Hiring 
(see attachment “C”) 

 

    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER 2 
  A. Chapter 2, Section 1, Subset 3 – Election of 

Municipal Officers: 
 
Motion made by Vice Chairman Benoit to change 
the term of the Selectmen from two (2) years to 
four (4) years.  Member Garceau seconded the 
motion, which passed 5-1 Member Osbrey voted 
Nay during the July 27, 2016 Charter Revision 
Commission Meeting (allowing for typos to be 
corrected) 
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Member Garceau made a motion to reject a 
Selectman being elected to serve as a voting 
member on the Special Services District Board.  
Vice Chairman Garceau seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously during the July 27, 
2016 Charter Revision Commission Meeting 
(allowing for typos to be corrected) 
 
Member Garceau made a motion to reject a 
member of the Special Services District be 
appointed to attend Board of Selectmen Meetings.  
Vice Chairman Garceau seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously during the July 27, 
2016 Charter Revision Commission Meeting 
(allowing for typos to be corrected) 
 
Member Garceau made a motion to reject a 
Selectman being appointed by the Special Services 
District Board to serve as a voting member on the 
Special Services District Board.  Vice Chairman 
Garceau seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously during the July 27, 2016 Charter 
Revision Commission Meeting (allowing for typos 
to be corrected) 

    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER TWO 
  B. Section Two – Minority Representation: 

 
Vice Chairman Benoit made a motion to change 
the Maximum from One Party to a simple majority 
as follows: 

• 5 Members from 4 to 3 max from 1 party 
• 7 Members from 5 to 4 max from 1 party 
• 9 Members from 6 to 5 max from 1 party. 

Member Garceau seconded the motion, which 
passed 5-1.  Chairman Tarr voted Nay during the 
July 27, 2016 Charter Revision Commission 
Meeting (allowing for typos to be corrected) 

 

    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER TWO 
  C. Section Five - Vacancies: 

 
Motion made by Vice Chairman Benoit to approve 
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Chapter Two, Section Five as presented.  Member 
Faucher seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously during the July 27, 2016 Charter 
Revision Commission Meeting (allowing for typos 
to be corrected) 

    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER TWO 
  D. Proposed Section Nine – Procedures for Removal 

of a Board Member for Cause: 
 
Member Garceau made a motion to strike the 
Proposed Section Nine.  Vice Chairman Benoit 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously 
during the July 27, 2016 Charter Revision 
Commission Meeting (allowing for typos to be 
corrected) 

 

    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER THREE 
  E. Section Three – Appointments and Terms: 

 
Held open for further discussion 

Denise Roireau to put on the 
August 24, 2016 Charter 
Revision Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER FOUR 
  F. Section One – Board of Selectmen: 

 
Motion made by Vice Chairman Benoit to remove 
“OFFICE OR” from the last sentence.  Member 
Osbrey seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously during the during the July 27, 2016 
Charter Revision Commission Meeting (allowing 
for typos to be corrected) 

 

    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER FOUR 
  G. Section Five – Publication of Ordinances: 

 
Held open for further discussion 

Denise Roireau to put on the 
August 24, 2016 Charter 
Revision Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER FOUR 
  H. Section Six – Emergency Ordinances: 

 
Motion made by Vice Chairman Benoit to approve 
Chapter Four, Section Six as presented.  Member 
Faucher seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously during the July 27, 2016 Charter 
Revision Commission Meeting (allowing for typos 
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to be corrected) 
    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER FOUR 
  I. Section Seven - Investigation: 

 
Motion made by Vice Chairman Benoit to approve 
Chapter Four, Section Seven revising the text to 
remove the last sentence.  Member Garceau 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously 
during the July 27, 2016 Charter Revision 
Commission Meeting (allowing for typos to be 
corrected) 

 

    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER FOUR 
  J. Proposed Section Eight – Public Hearing on 

Ordinances: 
 
No action taken 

Denise Roireau to put on the 
August 24, 2016 Charter 
Revision Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER FOUR 
  K. Proposed Section Nine-One – Petition to Town 

Meeting an Ordinance after it has been Published: 
 
No action taken 

Denise Roireau to put on the 
August 24, 2016 Charter 
Revision Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER FOUR 
  L. Proposed Section Nine-Two – Overrule of 

Ordinance Procedure: 
 
No action taken 

Denise Roireau to put on the 
August 24, 2016 Charter 
Revision Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

    
5. CHARTER REVIEW 

CHAPTER FIVE 
  M. Section One – Appointive Officers: 

 
No action taken 

Denise Roireau to put on the 
August 24, 2016 Charter 
Revision Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

    
6. ALL OTHER 

BUSINESS TO 
LAWFULLY COME 
BEFORE SUCH 
MEETING 

 None  

    
7. ADJOURNMENT  Member Garceau made a motion to adjourn the 

Charter Revision Commission meeting at 8:35PM.  
Vice Chairman Benoit seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously. 
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Respectfully submitted,      

       
 
                           

Denise S. Roireau, Secretary 
Charter Revision Commission 
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